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of animals and vegetation and the corresponding figure for the
Pasis is 88'7 per cent. The Dhobis and Bhangis are notable
exceptions to the above statement. In the case of the former 52*6
per cent of the workers are engaged in their traditional occupa-
tion and the corresponding figure for the latter is 64*7 per cent.
TABLE III (page 21)l brings to light changes in the importance
of traditional occupations for certain castes.

An examination of these figures shows that during the
period under review the importance of traditional occupation
increased in the case of Dhobis, Khatiks, Chamars and Pasis.
But this cannot be interpreted as indicating that tanning or
shoe-making industries were in a flourishing state at the close
of the last decade. It must be remembered that the actual
number of workers employed in industries of all kinds, in 1931,
was well below the 1911 figure. The Census Superintendent
for 1931 observes: uThe manufacture of boots, shoes/ etc. and
making of clothes appear to be suffering severely from foreign
competition/'a Further, towards the end of the last decade
began the movement of agricultural labourers back into the
villages and this movement must have continued apace." It must
also be borne in mind that at the time of the 1931 Census the
country was in the grip of an economic depression and the
problem of unemployment 'of industrial labour had become
acute. The conclusion then is unavoidable that if more and more
Chamars were taking to their traditional calling it was due
mainly to the absence of other avenues of employment and not
because their traditional occupation had become more profit-
able. Even if the margin of profit is very small, caste occupa-
tion saves them from starvation. As regards the Khatiks the
increased importance of traditional occupation is ascribable to
the development of the bristles trade. The increased impor-
tance of toddy-tapping was due partly to the fillip given to
liquor trade by the then existing excise policy of the govern-
ment In the case of Dhobis an additional reason might have
been the increased importance of laundry work in the cities,
the population of which was growing.

1 U. P. Census Report 193L Pt. I, p. 409.
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